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rected, and ſealed, for having gone 
by Yeſterday's' Poſt, if there had 


1 any Opportunity of Weather for it; I 


ſhall begin this with informing their ps, 
that Veſterday Evening, — till Midnigut, 
we had a very hard Gale of Wind from the 


S8. W. 2 8. W. that obliged us to make 


our Ships as ſnug as we could: for riding it 
out, and thought it. prudent even to get our 
Topfail Yards down into the Top, and I thank 


God we all rode it out without any Damage; 


\ 


and the Weather moderating this Morning, I 
got Yards and Toptnaſts upby Daylight, and 
am no unmooring, and ſhall weigh with my 
Divifon as ſoon as the Ebb-Tide: _— to 

fayour us for it. * 12 
I have juſt now received roo of: the aft 
informiog me of your having communicated 
to their LI ps mine of the 20th, with 
the ſeveral incloſed therein, as I have the 
A 2 ſeveral 


1.4 
3 Orders and Papers that are come in- 
cloſed in yours: And I fend you now incloſed, 
for their ps Information, me Copy 
of the Orders I leave with Vice Admi- 
ral Martin, for taking under his Command 
all the Detachments ſaid to be coming to join 
me from Commodore Smith, for employing 
them under the Ordery be Bas already received 
from me; thoſe additional ones I now leave 
I. ps ſhalt judge expedient to ſend him; 
but if there comes any Firefhips or Bomb- 
Ketches, he is to diſpatch all fuch after me. 
L am pleaſed to find their ps have 
approved of the Orders given to Captain Tam 
fon of the Pool, Who was happily anchored 
with all the Eat Þ:dia Ships in Weſtgate 
Bay before this hard Gale of Wind came on» 
as I fear much Damage might have happened 
to them, who were ſaid to be 4 Re | 
niſhed with Ground Tackle. 
I could not bat be under ſome. Sorprize 
what could be meant by the Expreffion in 
your Letter, of © having kept all my great 
«© Ships in the Downs, and employed only 
my Frigates for gaining Intelligence, while 
++ the Enemies Ships have paſſed backwards 
1 "AS; forwards — Oftend, Dunkirk, 


* and 


| ſs] 
« and Calais, at their Leifure, without * 
<< Hindrance or Moleſtation.” I cannot 
conceive where you muſt have picked up 
ſuch Intelligence, ſo contrary to What is 
the Fact, that my former Letters have re- 
lated to you, to inform their Lou>ps 
of, viz. That amongſt other Frigates em- 
ployed on ſuch Services, were the Eagle, ; 
York and Carh/ie, that have been ſome time 
ſince at my Recommendation, and in = 
Part by my Influence, ' engaged into the 
Crown's Service, and are and have been 
_ ever ſince the 11th of December acting un- 

der my Orders only; though your "ul 

- Sir, mentions them as, Privateers, as if they 

were acting under their own Orders : And 
within that Time, I muſt repeat it now, 
five Galliot Hoys have been taken coming 
from Havre de Grace to Boulogne, and ſent 
into Dover ; and of thoſe coming from 
Dunkirk going for Calais, a Dogger, laden 
with five Pieces of Cannon, ſeveral Field 
Carriages, one hundred Barrels of Gun-pow- 
der, and other Military Stores, has been ſet 
Fire to, and all ſeen to blow up in the Air 
by Captain Gregory, who was with them in 
a Cutter on that Service ; two of their Shal- ..A 
Top Fiſhing Boats — * twelve others of © * 


I them 


ll. 

them chaced on Shore, and three with 
Cannon and military Stores brought into 
Dover, and a Calais Dogger Privateer of ſix 
Guns and fifty Men taken, thirty one of 
which 1 have on board the Princeſs Lou-- 
iſa, and have deſired Vice Admiral Mar- 
tin to give himſelf the Trouble of ex- 
aming ſome of them, to try if better In- 
telligenee cannot be procured from them, 
than what Captain Hill has been able to ga- 
ther from them, which you had incloſed 
in my Veſterday s Letter, as you have had 
of the twelve Sail of Ships chaced from 
within two Leagues of Calais back into Dun- 
Kirk Road by the Saphire and Foltzſtone, one 
of which they chaced on Shore upon the 
Sands, and the Pilot would not venture 
ſo near as the Captain took upon himſelf to 
do. Surely, theſe are Inſtances of the Ene- 
my having been watched much cloſer than 
could have been expected in this Winter Sea- 
ſon: And what are the large Ships I have 
kept in the Downs ? The Norwich and Ru- 
by, two fifty Gun Ships, for till the Arrival 
of the Monmouth and Falkland J have had 
no other. I thank God, by a prudent Con- 
duct, the Enemy have been prevented from 
failing either from Dunkirk or _ Offend for 

a 


7 q 

this Month paſt; and none of his Majeſty” S 
Ships have been ſhipwrecked, by any impru- 
dent Diſpoſition of them, and that I think 
I have acted prudently arid ſucceſsfully i in his 
Majeſty's Service, though in many of your 
Letters J have been treated as if I had done 
neither; and to look no further back, 1 
think I am treated ſo in this Letter of yours 
of the 23d; which 1 defire the Favour of 
their L——ps to call for the Copy of, and 
have read to them; as I cannot conceive any 
juſt Grounds I have given for my being 
treated i in ſuch a Stile in your Letters, on 
Facts that you muſt at leaſt have been groſly | 
miſinformed in. As to my Reaſons for menti- 
oning the Counties of Kent and Suſſex to be 
my Province, I have ſome Letters of yours 
that mention it to me as ſuch, which "are of 
an old Date, and are in myEſcrutore on Shore; 
but as there does not want a late Inſtance of 

it in their I. ps Orders to Commodore 
Smith of the 3d of this Month, which you 
ſent me a Copy of by their "AE ps Orders, 
I have ſent you incloſed the Preamble of 
that Order, in which it appears to me pretty 
fully expreſſed ſo. I ſhall always ſerve my 
Royal Maſter with a fincere Zeal for his 
Service," and with the utmoſt Diligence, Re- 

folution 


* 


TH 
ſolution and Capacity, that I am capable of, 
to the beſt of my Judgment; and while my 
Services are approved. of, I ſhall always con- 
tinue them with Pleaſure; but if I am judged 
nat to have a Capacity for it, as by the Stile 
of the Secretary's Letter feems- to be inſinu- 
ated, ſure. it is the Fruits of a fincere Zeal 
to ſay, that if you have thought of any one 
you judge more proper for it, all that I de- 
ſire is, that his Majeſty may be moſt effec- 
| tually ſerved, and I ſhall with Plraſure rer 
- fign any Command 1 have to hin. 
Captain Know/es has brought another Let- 
ter of yours of the 23d, and that he is 
3 with me as a Voluntier; and ag 
I well know Captain Know/es's Zealand Ac- 
tivity for his Majeſty's Service, his coming | 
here gives me a particular Pleafure, as I hal 
be glad to adviſe with him for his Majeſty's 
Service, and at all Times. ready to; furniſh 
him With any. Opportunities, that be can 
ſuggeſt to me, for our Royal Maſter's' Ser- 
vice, and defeating. the Enemies Intentions 
for invading: .his Majeſty's Dominions, which 


from having diſcovered by my Cruizers; 
that the Enemy are drawing their Tranf- 
ports from the Weſtward to Boulogne, and 


= *. Eaſtward from Oftend and D Dunkirk | 


[ro 


to Calais, Tim fully perſuaded che Enemies l- 
tentions in thoſe Motions have been te attempt 
an Invafion upon the oppofite fhore of Kent, 
from the Ports of Boulogne and Calais, ard 
which 1 have been endeavouring to move for 
preventing theſe three days ſaceefſively ; am 
now unmoored for, and nothing but theWea- 
ther ſhall prevent me. And their L—ps will 
ſee by my Orders to Vice: Admiral A.-, 
(L hate ſent you incloſed the Copy of) I have 
ſtrengthned his Command with all the Force 
their 1 ps have ordered here from Com- 
eue Smith, and have left with him the 

Copy of his Orders you have ſent me incloſ- 
ed, and deſired he will diſpoſe all thoſe put 
under his Command immediately on the Ser- 
vices he judges moſt expedient for” watching 
the Enemies Motions from Offend and Dun- 
kirk, And as to the four Ships lately arriv- 
ed from Cape Breton, which, by their I.—ps. 
Orders of the 23d 1 arn to take under my 
Command, thoſe I hope to meet withal in 
their Paſſage here, and ſhall incorporate into 
my Diviſion upon my meeting with them, 
or detach a Part of chem to join Viee-Admi- 

ral i, as ſubſequent Intelligence ſhall | 
manifeſt to me may be moſt * our Royal 


* Maſter's 
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3 
Maſter's Service, and Defence of his Domi- 
nions from the threatned Invaſion. 

We had ſome Appearances for moderate 
Weather this Morning, but the Wind is back- 
ed to the Southward, and a Southern Swell 
comes round the Foreland, and it gathers 

Dirty and Greaſy to Windward, that I am 
doubtful whether I ſhall be able to get out 
with it, but I ſhall not fail to attempt it, if 
there be any Appearance of its being practi- | 
cable ; and the Captains of the Saphire, Folk- 
fone, Badger and Hornet, with the Dover 
 Cuſtom-houſe Cutter, Captain Stringer, have 
all my Orders for proceeding in the Executi- 
on of their former Orders, for the inſpecting 
their Proceedings at Calais and Boulogne, and 
nothing either has or ſhall be omitted for his 

| Majeſty's Service, that I can think of, or any 
| one can ſuggeſt to me to be moſt expedient 
| for it. And you have always had Copies of 
the Orders I have iſſued for that Purpoſe ſent 
for their L——ps Approbation. You have 
f incloſed the Liſt of the Cuſtom-houſe Cut- 
| ters that have appeared, fix of which I keep 
il to act under my Orders, and the other three 
to remain under Vice-Admiral M—'s. 
1 1 1 
December 25. - SI Gs... 
SIR, 
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SIR, 


8 it would be for his Majeſty 8 Sic 

to have a ſpeedy Communication of 
e either by Night or by Day, of 
the Enemies Appearance of any Embarkati- 
ons for attempting to invade his Majeſty's Do- 
minions, I defire you will write Letters to 
the reſpective Church-Wardens of the Pa= 


riſhes, &c. mentioned in tie '1 


Margin, to hoiſt a Flag upon 7 Cute. 5 


the Church Steeple as a Sig- — * 
nal for it by Day, and keep a The Neſs. ; 


Fire light in an Iron Pot at the 4 — ae. Cure - 
ſame. P lace as a Signal by E Church. © 
Night, to 'be repeated from Bag 2 ; 
the Stceples of the reſpective | 

Churches, for communicating the Intelligence 


from 1150 Head to the South Foreland. 


4 


- * . £ 
8 N * = — 7 
% 
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1 am, 
SIR,” 
Your humble Servant. 


72 6 B 2 SIR, 


TS 


"SF 647 
k have: juſt now teceived you rs of the 
by Captain Scatt of the Badger, with the 

incloſed from Holland, whoſe Intelligence pere 

fectly agrecs with what I found to be true, 
the Enemies having been in Motion from 

Dunkirk for Calais; the twelve fail of Ships: 

having been drove back ĩtio. Duni i Road by: 

the Saphire and Fo/kftone; and ſeveral of the 

Embarkations having been ſome burnt, ſunk 

and taken by my Cruizers, the Carliſie and 

Tork E and vou know the #56548 


hips ers wich the Dutch Account. 
Captain Ouen had looked into Baie 
the Morning before Captain Crowes did, and ; 
at-the ſame time as he did, and he makes, 
the Enemies Embarkations to. be above one 
hundred and fifty Sail, and Captain Pigram 
of the Rye Cutter agrees with him in his Re- 
port, though Captain Knowles ſays he could 
ſee but ſixty hut I am inclined to think Cap- 
tain Owen much OO den acquainted with 
that Harbour. 


* 99 


You 


133 

You know, LY. my Orders are to deliver 
this Command up to you, which I am moving 
up tothe Downs for, with this pleaſing S8 
factign, that I have from theſe Accounts 
ready put ſuch a Check to the Enemies in, 
tended Deſcent, that it is to me very CY 
fol if they will venture to hazard it now. . 

all however continue anchored here till next 
windward Tide, and pray open all my pub 
lic Letters as well as your own, to ſee whe-_ 
ther I can continue to act, or be pleaſed 10 
be taking che Meaſures you Ne proper - 
eſt. Thave now Captain Owen and Bagely over 
at. Boulogne, having detached them away for 


2 freſh Inſpection, and before 1 weighed my 


ſelf from Dungeneſs. I will not come into 
the Downs till the latter End ef the Evening's 
Flood, for being at Hand to "receive their 
Report, and act conformably to it, and I hope 
by that Time to hear from you. again, and 
ſhall be plying under Sail off Dover. Ta an, 


January ad. de thees 5 1 u. ei 
. ba b 3 
0G 188 - Your j moſt humble Sera 
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PON the firſt « vue ben b Flogd 41 
weighed with the Squadron from the 
Weſtward of Dungeneſs, as I informed you 
I intended to do, having juſt before given out 
my Orders to Captain Bazely and Owen in 
the Eagle and Carliſie Frigates under their 
Command, jointly to make fail over for Boy- 
Agne, for taking a freſh Inſpection of the 
Enemies Situation and Motions at the Port of 
Boulogne, under the particular Orders I ſend 
you incloſed a Copy of. And in my Way 
plying up Channel, I was joined by the Folk- 


ww 


fene and Triton, and Hornet Sloop, and upon 


the Tide being ſpe nt I anchored with 7 


Squadron en Dover and Folk/one laſt 
Night, and about eleven at Night the Torf 


joined me from the Downs, and at half an 


hour paſt one this Morning Captain Scot of the 
Badger came on Board to me with a Letter 
from Vice- Admiral. M. -u, and two Letters in- 
cloſed from Holland. And though the Vice- 
Admiral has, as he ſays, ſent you Copies of 


them, yet as the Advice was ſent to me, 


I chooſe to do the ſame. 
It could not but give me great Pleaſure to 
find the Gentleman's Letter from Holland in- 


tirely 


ws } 
tirely confirms 4 e Intelligence I have given 
their L-—-pe, and to find that he thinks 
with me likewiſe, that my diligent Exertion 
of my Duty, has even been ſaid there to 
1 fruſtrated their Intentions of invading 
this Part of the Kingdom this laſt full Moon, 
of which nothing could give mg greater 
Pleaſure than the having rendered ſuch ef- 
fectual Service to his Majeſty and my Coun- 
try, though I have been treated in that con- 
temptuous Manner in your Letters. 
I have given Captain H the Orders 
you have incloſed a Copy of, for his weigh- 
ing with the. firſt of the Flood, for making 
a freſh Inſpection at Calais this Evening or 
to Morrow Morning. As ſoon as the Wind- 
ward Tide makes I ſhall weigh with the 
Squadron, and keep plying and exerciſing 
my Ships in Line of Battle, and for being 
ready at Hand on any Advice of the Ene- 
mies Motions, till I have but barely Time 
for anchoring in the Dotons before it is Night, 
when I ſhall obey their L——ps Commands, 
conſign the Command of the Fleet to Vice- 
Admiral Mn, then ſtrike my Flag, and go 
on Shore, un to their L— ps Orders, 


January 18k. foo eres Tam, Ge, | 
THE 


16 
in ed T on: Morn] od errang Nn 
nb Oba beten of Vente e ef 
e Fre Se ennight lk he Jaw about 82 | 
Sail of n{ports of about 100 Tuns and 
under in Bol ne Harbour, intended fot an 
Embarkation of Troops, that 4bout ſix or ſe- 
ven thouſand were deſigned to embark there; 
but he was informed the whole Number was 
to be twenty three thouſand from different 
Places; that they work Night and Day, and 
even employd Women to fit their Veſfels ; 
that as ſoon as convenient they intend to puſh 
for | Dungeneſs, run their Veſſels on Shore, 
and land their Men; that he believes” they 
"intend to take the Oppe rtunity of failing the 
next Spring Tide in op Night; that their 


Sails were not bent when he was there, and . 
the whole Number of Troops i in Boulogne at 


that Time was not more than 400, but the 
reſt were ready to join immediately; and it 
Was publickly ſaid they intended for England 

to join the Pretender, if potiible. | < 
That when he goes to Boulogne in the 
Day- time, his Signal i is a white Jack on the: 
Gaff-head, and in the Night a Lanthorn 
hoiſted and loyered three times, and when 
-bailed by the Centinel, his Watch: word was 
Ame, 


7 J 
Amie, then he i 12 on Shore and car- 
ried to the Commiſſary, who examines him, 
but he pretends he. never would diſcover any 
News. That he heard ſome Man was brought 
over by 4 Smuggler and landed at Pemſey Bay, 
but does not know who; that there was only 
one Smuggler left in Boulogne Harbour, which 
belongs to Rye; that they made uſe of a 
Houle at-Boulogne, kept by Tho. Cm; that 
he is very willing to aſſiſt in any Shape the 
Admiral ſhall think proper for his Majeſty 8 
Service. He likewiſe ſays, that one Mr.— 
Fermain, à Merchant at Boulogne, told him 
the Pretender's ſecond Son was taken by one 
of our Men of War, and aſked him if he 
CP they would hang him. 17 Dec. 174 . 
| | Serono. 
The Mark H of 


H ARRISON- 
Tue above Examination taken by us 


ELL*. SMITH. 
T. GREGORY. 
E WIMBLETON. 


| Eero, Letter fronHland inDecember 
HAT ſome of the Iriſh" Troops were 


to be „ in * Ships, but 
Ed” the 
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the Embarkation, in which theFrenchNational | 
Troops were to be a Part, was to be ſomewhere 
very near in England, and in order to help to 
tranſport them, the Fiſhing Boats along the 
whole Coaſt were taken up for that Service, 
and that the Number of Boats taken up was 
ſaid to be above 130, and that the poor Fiſher- 

men at Blankenbourg were lamenting with 
Tears in their Eyes, that (by the King's Or- 
der) they were to leave their daily Buſineſs, 
and go they did not know where; that the 
Troops for England were ſaid to be com- 
manded by Count Lowendahl, and reckoned 
not leſs than twelve thouſand. The common 
Report at Dunkirk was, that they were all 
going for Scotland, but many of their Veſſels 
being ſo ſmall, I cannot but be of the Opi- 
nion I was firſt informed, that the greateſt 
Part is for England, ſomewhere to the Weſt⸗ 
ward of Dover ; I think I could be poſitive 
in this, if I may depend upon an Information 
I had two Days ago, that the People of the 
Smugeling Cutters which trade toBoulogne are 
all taken up to ſerve for Pilots; it is pity that ſuch 
pernicious Villains cannot be deſtroyed, their 
villainous Trade is the leaſt Thing I think of 


at this Time, for they keep up, to my certain 


Knowledge, a daily Correſpondence betwixt 
England 


* 


1190 


England and Franse, ſo that chere is ot the 
leaſt Thing done or ordered but the Enemy 


immediately know it by their Means. 


On the twenty ſecond ſome of their ſmall 


Veſſels went from Dunkirk to Calais, fo that 
every Day, or rather every Night ſince, they 
| have been going from Oftend and Newport 
to the ſame Place ; and now the Talk is of 
their landing near Dover, and fo marching 
directly to London. 
Me have now a Report, that ſame of theſe 
Tranſports that failed laſt Week were fallen 
upon by ſome of your Frigates, which may 


diſconcert the whole Scheme of the Enemy. . 
And from theſe Checks it is ſaid that the 


Storm is now drawing to the Weſtward, 


though not in my Power to ſay poſitively 
where they deſign to embark, or where they 


are to land, but ſome mention they are to 


be Prins by a See from Ferrol. 


| 3 in the Dutcheſ; de Penchievre 
by the Tort Frigate the-19th of December : 

That he was forced on board the Dutcheſs 
de Penthievre that Evening; that they left 
in Calais Harbour five or fix other Priva- 
teers ; the St, Nicholas, a Snow of eight 


earring Guns and ten Swiyels ; the St, Ben- 
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net, of twelye carriage Guns befides Swivels ; 


the Swallow, a Lug Sail Privateer of eight 
Guns; the Lauis XV, a Dogger of eight 
Guns; beſides a half Galley of 24 Oars, and 
three Guns, one of them in her Prow ; ten 
Galliot Hoys and Flutes, all which had their 


Sails bent, beſides demi ſmall Veſſels and 


Fiſhing Boats, ſaid to be detained to * 
Troops to Englanl. 
That there have =o for a Fortnight paſt 


Troops coming from Flanders daily into Ca- 


lais, ſome paſſing forward towards Boulogne, 
as others came in there; about eight Regi- 
ments had paſſed before he came away, and 
the Night hefore two Regiments came into 


Ton, and upwards of threeſcore Waggons 


loaded with Corn and Meal; they were co- 
vered; but he Taw the Sacks ; reckoned there 

were in the Forts and Citadel, including the 
Gariſon Which is 3000, at leaſt 6 or 7000 


Mien. It is ſaid the Embarkation will be 
made from Dunkirk, Calais vnd Boulogne. 


That ſeveral Iriſo were expected, who were 
to hand firſt, and that they were getting the 
Veſſels ready as faſt as poſſible, That on 


"the 17th the Pretender's youngeſt Son came 


into Calais, that on the 18th, when he went 
out of Town, all the Troops were drawn 
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out, and they ſaluted him Viue le Roy, he | 


being accompanied by the Governot and Gen: 
try of the Town, and a great Number of 
Officers ; that he did not ſee the young Man 
himſelf to take any Notice of him, but has 
heard from others who did, that he ſquint- 

ed. Of the ſmall Embarkations there are 

ſaid to be to the Number of fifty, ho have 
each a Braſs Piece of Cannon, with a Field 


Carriage painted aft, ſtanding abaft the Mains 
maſt. Ke 3 bs 5 1 


Tueſday, the 3 iſt of December, a Boat 
wich a Lieutenant brought on board the Car- 
fie the Admiral's Orders for. bath the Eagle 
and Garlifie to weigh, for going to take a 


freſh Survey at Bowlogne; at a 11 the Admi- 


ral's — 4. were delivered to Captain Baxely, 
and we ſtood over together far Boulogne Road, 
Wedneſday, the Iſt of January at nine in 
the Morning looked into Baulagne Harbour, 
and ſaw there of Ships, Snows, Briggs and 
Doggers about 1 5 fail, Galliot Hoys about 
36 fail, and of Fiſhing Boats about 80 or 
90; ; they fired at us from the Pier Heads, 
and the Battery to the Eaſtward of the Town, 
and from zAmblitus Caſtle; we ſaw a Priva- 
teer Sloop that was ſunk; in the Road, which 
ve believe was from the N s Guns 
when 
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when ſhe ſtood in, the ſame Day that Caps 


tain wages was there in the Triton. 

4 Ada es Own, 

a Me BAZ ELV. 
My Lord] Duke, 


ou R Grace having f be «Nobleneſ | 

of Mind, and Humanity of Temper 
becoming of your high Birth, * ouſed the 
Cauſe of an injured innocent Perſon, and ho- 
noured with Marks of your generous Friend- 
ſhip an Officer you thought ſo deſerving of 
it, ſo as to become his Advocate, and pro- 
cure his being reſtored to his Rank in the 
Royal Navy, and employed in it accordingly 
at this critical Conjuncture; as a Teſtimony 
of your Grace's Confidence that he had Judg- 
ment to execute it, and an honeſt Zeal for 
approving himſeif a faithful, zealous and di- 
ligent Officer and Servant to our Royal Ma- 
ſter. And 1 hope in God, as well as I ſin- 
cerely believe to be true, that this Officer, 
in the Perſon of your humble Servant the 
Writer, has had that juſt Regard for the 


Diſcharge of the Duty confided to him thro 


your 
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your Grace's Means, that he may with Con- 
fidence aſſert, that he has acted fo circum- 
ſpectly, diligently and aſſiduouſly in the Ex- 


ecution of that Truſt, as to have manifeſted 
to the World that your Grace was neither 
deceiyed in your Judgment of his Capacity 
for the Service of the Crown, nor his In- 
elination to diſcharge his Duty to our Royal 


Maſter, with a ſincere, honeſt Zeal, for ap- 


proving himſelf his Majeſty's faithful Sub- 
ject and Servant, which he has had the dou- 
dle Incitement to, of his Duty to the King, 


and the juſt Regard he ought to have for ju- 
ſtifying your Grace in the good Opinion you 


had entertained of him. As I am conſcious 


I have done nothing ever juſtly: to forfeit that 


good Opinion that engaged your Grace to ho- 


nour me with your Patronage and Friend- 
| ſhip, I entertain too good an Opinion of your 


Grace to think I have not the Continuance 
of it, notwithſtanding the late Incident of my 


being hunted out of my Command by the opera- 


tive Malice of ſome malicious and induſtrious 
Agent, that is too well ſereened over, for my 
being able particularly to diſcover him, and 


point out who it is; ſo that muſt remain to 


me a Secret, till ſome happy Providence in 
the Courſe of Time may more clearly diſco- 
ver 
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the Pen of the Secretary of the Admiralty | 


(:24 1 
being nevertheleſs in iny owir 
Mind doubtful, but I can trace the original 


Cauſe of it, and gueſs pretty nearly at who 


conveyed theſe bitter Shafts that were levelled 


at me, I thought it right to ſuggeſt; that his 


Pen might be tinged with x Gall flowing from 
his own Mind, beyond the Direction he 
might receive for it, from which I thought 

it my Duty to acquit him on a Gentleman 
like Apolopy in Repard to his Office, which 
I was no Stranger to its being his Duty to o- 
bey, and on an Aſſurance of a good Will he 
had always ptofeſſed, and I well knew 1 


never given him'Occafion to alter the Sen- 


timents of a profeſſed Friendſhip for me. 
And one of the Occaſions taken to juſtify 
this Conduct towards me, having been that 
I had, within the Channel of England, on a 
Ship's Service being immediately wanted for 
proceeding to Sea, and being without a Gun- 
ner (certainly a neceſſary Officer for her De- 


fence) and which I could not think my felf 


juſtified in permitting to go to Sea without, 


_ preſumed, as it is called, to warrant a Gun 


ner to her, for proceeding to Sea in her, as 


9 Judged it to be abſolutely neceffary for his 


* 
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Ship. 


preſume to give your Grace my Sentiments 
in that Particular; vi . That it is my Opi- 
nion, that when the Admiralty is ordered by 
the Croive to fit out a Fleet for the Service 


of the Government in the Channel of Eng- 
land; or on for eign Service; and the Admi- 


ralty had commiſſioned the out of them Sca 


Officers on Shore; and appointed the Admi- 


ral to command in Chief, in Purſuance of his 


Majefty's Pleaſure, and the Fleet were aſ- 
ſembled together, that to ſupport the neceſſa- 


ry Com mand of the Officer the King! had ap- 


pointed, it was the Government's Intereſt that 


the Commander in Chief ſhould name all 
Officers that fell vacant, and has not been 
denied while the depending Service was eſſen- 
tial; but Pretences from the Admiralty, that 
the Ships were not aſſembled, or not under 


Orders, and as Checks are in their Power, 


they have contradicted it, though always to 
the Prejudice of the Crown's Service. For 
when the People of the Fleet ſee their Com- 
mander in Chief can neither ſupport their 
Pretenſions of Merit, nor his own Authori- 


t over them, they muſt naturally look after 
D | ” mo 


Najety's 8 Service, un the- Defence of tlie 


And bing nor ſisted the Fat, 1 ſhall 
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thoſe who are no Judges of their * and 
renders the Commander contemptible to the 


Fleet. This Power is known to have been 
abſolute in the Commanders in Chief in the 
Channel, and in one who has added Honours 


to your Grace's Family; and when that Pow- 


er has been wanting, has, I believe, been al- 


ways found prejudicial to the Service of the 


.Crown and Proſperity of the Kingdom. 


And having given your Grace the Trouble 


of reading my Sentiments in this Particular, 


I will now proceed to declare, that it is my 


Opinion that this is the Sentiment of Sir Fobr: 
Norris likewiſe, and that your Grace has 
moſt groſly been impoſed upon in the Aſſer- 


tion of Sir John Norris being of a contrary 
Opinion; and I thank God that Sir Jobn 
Norris is now living, who can ſatisfy your 
Grace, his Majeſty, or the Public, what are 
his Sentiments, whenever it be thought pro- 
per to take his Opinion upon. it. Your Grace 
may think I talk with much Confidence of 
Sir Jobn Nerris's Opinion. at this Diſtance, 


but when I inform your Grace that I have 


ſerved immediately under his Command as 
a Lieutenant, when he ſerved as firſt Captain 
under that brave, honeſt and experienced Ad- 


miral, Sir Cloude efty Shovel, that was an Ho- 


nour 
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8 
nour to his Country and the Wr and 
whom, I believe, no Man knew that did not 
love and eſteem him ; and' I have on ſeveral 
Occaſions ſerved as a Captain under Sir John 
Norris, whom I know to be a conſummately 
experienced and gallant Sea-Officer, and have 
livedin an uninterrupted Friendſhip with him; 
your Grace will not be ſurprized that I ven- 
ture to aſſert what is his Opinion, as well as 
my own; and were you to conſult Admiral 
Matthews or Sir Chaloner Ogle, though I 
don't pretend to give you now my Opinion in 
regard to them, yet I do verily believe this to 


be their Opinion likewiſe ; but of this it is ea- 


ſily in your Grace's Power to ſatisfy yourſels. 
| 7 ſhall now only add, that I am at preſent 
detainęd here for having my Baggage embark- 
ed for proceeding to Harwich in one of the 
armed Veſſels, Vice-Admiral M——1n has 
been ſo obliging to aſſign me, to carry to Dy 
Houſe on the Ipſwich River. 

I propoſe at preſent being in London by 
T, ueſday or Wedneſday Night, whenever it is 
I ſhall be at your Grace's Door the next Morn- 
ing after my Arrival, in order to pay my Duty 
to your Grace, and afterwards, before I ſet 
out for Suffolk, (if it has your Grace's Appro- 
bation) to be preſented by you to pay my 
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Duty to His Majeſty. And the Favour 1 
ſhall now deſire of your Grace is, that your 
Porter may have Orders from you to let me 
in, if fuch a Viſit be agrecable to your Grace, 
and if not that I may be told ſo, not to giye 
an unneceſſary Trouble to you or myſelf. 5 
; I have begun with expreſſing a grateful 
= Senſeof the Teſtimony of the Friendſhip you 
have honoured me with, which on all Events 
5 ſhall ever retain, as I may fay it is a fort. 
of hereditary alias in our Family to have 
entertained an Honour for your Grace, from 
the Memory ef that glorious Martyr for the 


Liberties df his Country, my Lord William 
Ruſſel, the Memory 55 which has in ſome 


Manner been tranſmitted to Poſterity with 


my Father's Hand, whom I think Was the 
Draughtſman of the Ducal Patent in yout 


Grace's Family; and I have heard it much 
commended for the Elegancy of the Stile, 
and the juſt Honours done to a Nobleman of 
ſo many amiable Qualities, unſullied by any 
g Vices that eyer I heard of. 
That your Grace may liye and die as great 
an Honour to your F amily, ſhall ever be the 
ME M, MV Lord Duke, 
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within Cannon Shot of Boulogne, \. ſaw 
in the Harbour about a hundred Maſts' of 
ſmall Veſſels and Boats, -at the- fame Time 
five Engliſh Men, who had been taken Pri- 
ſoners in Merchant Ships, and one Soldier at 
Fontenoy, who had entered into their Service, 


as thouſands have been forced to do, through 


the ill Treatment they meet with in their 
Priſons, deſerted to us; theſe Men informed 
us of there being fifteen Battalions at Bon- 
logne, and three Squadrons of Horſe with 
their Accoutrementsput on board the Veſlels, 
and all their warlike Stores; and that there 
is a Perſon who ſtiles himſelf Duke of Tork, 
and ſeveral more with Engliſb Titles; moſt 
of the Forces are Engliſh, Scotch and Iriſh, 
of which great Numbers want only Oppor- 


tunities to deſert. They ſay their Numbers 
are about 11,100, and as many at Calais, 


and were to have made their Attempt tho 


ITANDI? NG; in on the öh Inſtant a 
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| ft full Moon, baddhey not met with In- 
formation that Admiral Vernon was off Dan - 
engl, theirintended Place of Landing, with 
ſeyeral Men of War. ben have 


— — 
. ͤ ————— — $ ook * 
22 * — — 4 — S 
- 


+ 


3 — — — 
—— —— — — 6 — — 
PR A i £ x 


BB 
— CEE IG 


nel I LR went over Aer in a — 
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